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and invented the phrase which Shaw, bringing into action
his biggest guns, made familiar if not popular in its English
form of Life Force. 'Life Force' and * Creative Evolution*
formed the foundations of the new religion's terminology.
So much for a branch of mainly Victorian history. As
a religion, Creative Evolution appeals to Shaw because he
finds it intellectually credible. It appeals to him, too,
because, for him at any rate, it is scientific. For him there
is no rift between religion and science, Creative Evolution
being a solvent for both. It does not explain everything,
it is true; if it did, the Creative Evolutionist would be
omniscient, and not even the Life Force is that. For we
must remember that the Life Force, which by definition is
the spiritual power behind evolution, moves forward
stumblingly, gropingly, and slowly, by fits and starts
between long intervals of gestation and quiescence, and
cannot exceed the pace of its own creations, which are its
only instruments of expression. * If we could only realize/
Shaw remarks, 'that though the Life Force supplies us
with its own purpose it has no other brains to work with
than those it has painfully and imperfectly evolved in our
heads, the peoples of the earth would learn some pity for
their gods,' Neither omniscient nor omnipotent, the Life
Force proceeds by trial and error. It is not sightless so
much as moving in darkness, with the result that it often
hits its head, turns up blind alleys, and in general makes
mistakes.
Looked at in this way, many problems become under-
standable, if not immediately soluble: the problem of evil,
for example. For if all our crimes and cruelties and
calamities are in truth errors, or gropings, or unintentional
accidents, then all malice is banished from the universe.
The Mind may be slow and dull and clumsy, but at least
it is not malicious, and what we call evils are seen only as
happenings which the Life Force regrets as much as we
do, but which it cannot prevent until we help it to prevent
them, since we and it are one, indivisibly embarked in a
co-operative alliance on the same long, adventurous, and
untrod journey. Similarly pain and suffering, though still
real, can perhaps be borne with less revulsion and anger if